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“One day after finishing surgery, the patient — a person in their 80s — had

help me, and that’s where it all started,” Thourani says. “It was basically a clinician
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But in this case, thanks to the combination of technological and clinical

seeing a problem in the operating room, taking it to a researcher, finding a solution

expertise from his colleagues at Emory and Georgia Tech, Greene believes that

to the problem, and taking it back to the bedside. By the end of this year, we’ll have

Apica’s technology “has the potential to revolutionize the delivery of different

a device that will be able to benefit people.”

types of medical devices to the heart, including aortic and mitral valves.”

The improved heart surgery system consists of a conduit with proprietary
technology inside that allows the conduit to be securely attached to the beating
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heart. Surgeons can then deliver therapeutic devices, such as heart valves or left

munications officers with the Georgia Tech Research News & Publications Office.

ventricular assist devices, into the beating heart without loss of blood or exposure
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